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TRRA Sub-Committee Report on ‘Meet the Candidates’ initiative 

 

TRRA Management Committee met on 17 May and considered an agenda Item: 
‘Meet the Candidates’ Forum for the July 2016 National Election, and passed the 
following motion: 
 
“That a sub-committee comprising Geoff Washington, Dick Appleby and John 
James be formed to approach the candidates, gauge their reaction and if 
favorable, to organize the Forum and approach other community and business 
groups for support. A budget of $500 max was set for the Forum”. 

This sub-committee met immediately after the Paterson Candidates names were 
made public. Phone calls were made to candidates and/or their electoral staff 
issuing a verbal invitation to the proposed Forum to be held on 15 June. Within 
two days all the candidates, except for the Liberal candidate Karen Howard, had 
been contacted and they willingly accepted the invitation.  Formal written 
invitations were sent by email on 19 May.   

It proved difficult to contact Karen Howard or her electoral staff.  Even after initial 
contact was established, numerous phone calls and a further email contact were 
made to obtain a response. Karen finally responded by email on Sunday 29 May 
apologizing, citing “diary conflicts” as the reason but did not offer any alternative 
dates. She did offer to briefly meet a small delegation from the Committee the 
following Wednesday but we declined. 

 The sub-committee had been planning a large Forum based on previous formats 
and had booked a 200 seat venue, separate from TRRA’s General Meeting, 
which was to be promoted with a Press Advertisement in the Examiner and 
through other media, business and community groups.  This format had been 
very successful in the past except for the last State Election where the Liberal 
Candidate also declined to participate either, which disappointed members who 
attended, and the other candidates.  

The Sub-committee concluded that a stand- alone forum such as this would not 
be viable if one of the two major parties that would form government after the 
election was not represented, nor would the expenditure of  $500 approved for a 
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press advertisement be justified.  TRRA is disappointed that another little piece 
of democratic tradition that we used to have on the Tomaree Peninsula has just 
died, and that the future of these sort of TRRA events is now under review.   

An alternative less ambitious format has been adopted with the four candidates 
who have accepted, they have been invited to address a General Meeting of 
TRRA on 15 June. This meeting has been rescheduled to avoid any 
inconvenience to candidates or potential attendees.  There will still be a 6 minute 
address by each candidate and period of 20-30 minutes for questions from the 
floor.   

A Press Release was sent to the Examiner on 2 June HERE and further publicity 
will be arranged, to attract as many TRRA members and the general public to the 
meeting as possible, given the circumstances. 

Flyer  

 
    

TRRA ‘Meet the Candidates’ sub-committee  

02 June 2016 
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