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TRRA provides input on a wide range of Council’s policies and practices 

TRRA is perhaps best known for its submissions to Council and the State Government on major 
planning and development proposals. 

But we also try to analyse the full range of Council policies and practices which we think matter to 
our members and the wider Tomaree community. These are sometimes critical but we also support 
proposals which we consider beneficial.  Recent submissions include: 

• Arguing for a lesser rate increase than the 7.5% p.a. for 7 years (66% overall) proposed by 
Council.  We will know on Monday 13 May whether Council’s plan has been approved by the 
State Tribunal (iPART) or whether it has listened to the more than 600 objections. 

• Making the case once again for longer notice of Council agendas, which would give the 
public and Councillors, more opportunity to analyse and consider the pros and cons of 
issues. (Link to Submission on Code of Meeting Practice)  

• Suggesting improvements to Council’s Economic Development and Tourism Strategy and 
Policy to give greater recognition to protection and promotion of the natural environment – 
one of Port Stephens’ major assets. (Link to submissions on Economic Development and 
Tourism Strategy and Policy) 

• Supporting enhanced professional development for Councillors – we regularly criticize the 
quality of some decisions and this should be improved by more education and training for 
our elected members. (Link to Submissions on Induction and Expenses) 

• Questioning the basis of some of Council’s Fees and Charges.  Each year Council revisits the 
hundreds of different fees and charges – some trivial but others yielding significant income, 
while some are major costs for private individuals and companies.  We have asked for 
greater transparency. (Link to Submission on Fees and Charges) 

• Supporting Council’s proposed removal of the 50% discount on development contributions 
for manufactured home estates.  These contributions help pay for the local infrastructure, 
and these estates place at least as great a burden as traditional residential subdivisions.  The 
discount is an ‘accidental’ benefit based on the classification of the estates alongside 
‘caravan parks’.  Unfortunately the change cannot be retrospective so the three developers 
of the nearly 600 new homes being built near Anna Bay have escaped paying a full share of 
the infrastructure costs. (Link to submission on Amendment to Development Contributions 
Plan) 

As you can imagine, reading and commenting on all these policies is time-consuming, and we are 
always looking for members to share the load – please get in touch if you can spare even a few hours 
to help. 


