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WEBFEED SHUTDOWN STIRS UP HORNETS NEST

There is no doubt that democracy and transparency at Port Stephens Council took
a big hit when this motion was passed:

“It was resolved that Port Stephens Council immediately cease broadcasting
Council meetings via the internet.

MOTION 329
Moved Councillor Steve Tucker
Seconded Councillor Ken Jordan”

As Terry Wall, President of TRRA Assn Inc said “Nothing had changed since
webcasting started. The staff did not recommend that it be scrapped. The
statistics provided proved that it was successful and the openness and
transparency issue and travelling advantage was clearly spelled out.
Incidentally there was no mention in the motion that archives had to be deleted
and they have been.”

“Councillors are advised before election of their pending responsibilities; that
they will be required to be communicative and open to foster a strong link with
the voters that supported their election. If this is too much then perhaps a by-
election might be needed.”

The Councils own website clearly outlines these responsibilities. For a year PSC
led the way and now Newcastle CC is due to replicate this practice. TRRA is
hoping that it must have just been something the Councillors ate that day and that
the webcast decision will soon be reversed and the meetings will be back on air.
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