Date:
For the attention of

Assessing Officer, Leonard Allen

Port Stephens Council

leonard.allen@portstephens.nsw.gov.au
Re: DA 16-2012-57-1
I wish to express my strong objection to DA 16-2012-57-1, which proposes a 58 berth extension to the existing marina at Soldiers Point.   I am not a person who normally opposes development, but for environmental, safety, and other practical reasons I am convinced that development in the marina precinct is already at saturation point.

These are my reasons for objecting to the proposal:

1. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
Port Stephens is attractive because of its pristine waterways. Soldiers Point has a particularly wide range of birds. Many birds roost and breed on Dowardee Island west of the existing marina. Recently a rare pair of Beach Stone Curlews has taken up residence on Dowardee Island and produced a chick which has grown to maturity. This species is critically endangered in NSW.
The DA proposes to almost double the size of the existing marina by extending it closer to Dowardee Island. Increased boat traffic closer to the island will cause boat wake erosion to bird roosting and nesting sites on the beach and will affect bird habitat by increased noise, exhaust fumes, and increased light at night. An enlarged marina will also produce more entrapment of surface debris.

The DA proposal reduces the available channel to the absolute minimum allowable width - only 40m. I am very concerned about issues of tidal flow, water quality and possible erosion/degradation of beaches on the western side of Soldiers Point. A very narrow (and busier) channel could also disrupt movements of fish, dolphins, and other aquatic creatures.

2.  SAFETY CONCERNS
Increased numbers of boats maneuvering in a much narrower channel (with tidal flow) creates real safety issues. I am particularly concerned because I often use the channel to access the other side of Soldiers Point. It can be quite scary, even at present if several big vessels are maneuvering in the channel at the same time as I am passing through in my tiny kayak. A narrower channel would pose even greater risk to small craft users like me.

There has already been a fire at the marina. I imagine it would be much harder to effectively fight fires if the marina was nearly double the size and the channel was significantly narrowed. This is another safety concern.

3. ENCROACHMENT ISSUE
Enlarging the marina (with the associated channel narrowing) will impinge on the freedom of use by all of what is supposed to be a public waterway.

4. PARKING, NOISE, AND COMMERCIAL BIN USE ISSUES
Currently there is totally inadequate parking provided by the marina. The marina includes two very popular restaurants which can together seat 200 people. One of the restaurants regularly hosts large wedding receptions. Six parking spaces adjoining the marina are totally inadequate! The parking spaces at 2 Sunset Boulevard are no longer available to the public as specified, by Council, in a previous DA consent condition. There are 7 car spaces marked up the hill and these are to be shared with the Yacht Club, the Soldiers Point Holiday Park and the Tennis Courts. There is also a Community Hall next to the Holiday Park. During holiday times, narrow Sunset Boulevard is clogged with cars parked illegally because there is such a shortage of parking spaces in such a busy marina precinct. Over the Easter period last year, local residents tried to get people to move illegally parked cars so that local buses, the twice daily Sydney coach, (and emergency services, if needed) could get around the corner near the Marina.  

The amended EIS provides some detail on how "valet parking" would work, but this has to be questioned as this would hardly scratch the surface on making any difference to the parking under-supply caused by previous expansions of the marina. It is absolutely vital that the marina not be allowed to expand further and exacerbate parking problems already in existence. This is also applicable in relation to commercial bin use. These have been moved close to residences because they could be more easily accessed from Sunset Blvd. This creates greater noise for residents at night, smell, and has possible health outcomes. This area of Soldiers Point must be spared a further expansion of the marina and the associated problems I have mentioned.

I declare that I have made no reportable political donations in the past 2 years.

Please REJECT DA16-2012-57-1.  
Thank you for your attention to this issue and to my submission.

Yours sincerely,

Name:

Signature
Address

