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REPORT ON APEX PARK COMMUNITY MEETING 
3 April 2013 

 
This meeting was called by Council, without any prior distribution of a briefing on 
the progress with the issue of the War Memorial Project which was the matter to 
be discussed. 
 
The three East Ward Councillors were present and there was a strong 
representation from the Service Associations.  TRRA was represented by Terry 
Wall, Geoff Washington and Peter Quirk. The West Park Care Group was 
represented by Diane Williams. 
  
Steve Burnasconi (PSC) introduced the meeting with an outline of the history of 
the War Memorial Issue. He failed to mention the Nelson Bay Town and 
Foreshore Strategy or the its recommendation that a Master Plan be developed 
for Apex Park.  Councillor John Nell and Geoff Washington strongly challenged 
him on this omission. He subsequently stated that we were not there to talk about 
the Nelson Bay Strategy but rather to secure a decision on the War Memorial 
location and design so that work can get underway. 
   
Mr Burnasconi emphasized that the issue of safety for Anzac Services had been 
under consideration for some years, and called for a final decision on the 
proposed design and relocation as shown on tabled plans. He pointed out that 
the height of the 10 meter long wall had been reduced from1.8 metres to 1.0 
metre in recognition of the objections made on the need to preserve the view 
corridor towards the Bay.  No other amendments were proposed and the location 
remained in the North east corner of the park adjacent to the Visitor Information 
Centre.  Cost is now estimated to be $200,000. 
 
John Nell, Geoff Washington and Diane Williams strongly advocated the need for 
a Master Plan before an ad hoc decision was made on the relocation.  Geoff 
referred to the juxtaposition with the ugly back side of the visitor information 
centre and the conflict with proposals in the NB Strategy to ameliorate that face 
with a coffee shop and terrace.  He also mentioned Councillor Dover’s strong 
advocacy for preserving the impacted view corridor in the development of the NB 
Strategy. 
  
Service Club Representatives called for an immediate decision to support the 
tabled proposal, arguing that a Master Plan would take years to be completed 
and implement. This was supported by Councillor Dover.  
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Mr Burnasconi Called for the meeting to indicate its consensus support for the 
plans as tabled, emphasizing that the height reduction was a concession to those 
who were concerned by the view corridor issue.   There was no vote. Those 
present indicated their agreement to a consensus subject to there being 
acknowledgment of the importance  preparation of a Master Plan for the park.  
Peter Quirk representing the West Park Care Group asked for his objection to 
this decision and to the description of the decision as a “consensus” to be 
recorded.  
 
 Subsequently a number of Service Club representatives spoke in favour of the 
original design particularly the height of 1.8 meters . It was resolved that Council 
staff re-examine  the design to increase the 1.0 m height as much as possible 
without blocking the view corridor. 
 
TRRA recognises that this is a sensitive issue and that there needs to be a 
solution, below is an email sent to Brian Armstrong from Legacy, 20 November 
2012 that clearly stated TRRA's position.  

 
Brian 
 
TRRA Inc. Management Committee is to meet on Thursday afternoon and this 
item is on the agenda.  I will advise you of our position on this matter after our 
discussion.   
 
We are aware of the problems with the current location of the Cenotaph and we 
would support a solution, as long as it takes into account the overall concept 
planning for the area, and not just a quick fix for that problem in isolation, that 
then compromises everything else.  Once a proper Master Plan is in place there 
should be no need to delay the parts of it that have priority and finance available, 
and they should go ahead immediately.  Without a Master Plan this Council has 
demonstrated many times in the past that is capable of completely snookering 
itself with ad hoc decisions that just waste money on short term solutions that 
have to be undone again and create further unnecessary expense later. The 
Visitor's Centre is a classic example.  
 
We as Community Groups, all need to put maximum pressure on our East Ward 
Councillors to make sure that this is not a never ending story, they have just 
been elected to do a job and they need to get on with it.  And once a decision is 
made they need to resist any backsliding.  We thought that decisions had already 
been made by Councillors about preserving view corridors etc. last year and all 
of a sudden we are all doing something else.  Just like the addition of lot 424 into 
Halifax Holiday Park, a decision was made by Councillors in 2010 not to do this, 
all of a sudden it is back in the Plan of Management again last week.  If you 
make a firm decision then there is no point in  revisiting it or the whole thing will 
be never ending. Our Councillors must be held to account for this. 
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Our other problem is the complete lack of due process.  There is an established 
procedure for achieving these projects.  If the Council followed its own rules and 
put these projects (this is only one of many) through the proper DA / Public 
Consultation / Exhibition  process, so that it is open to scrutiny from all 
stakeholders it would not get into half the trouble it does. We are not aware of a 
DA being submitted for this job.  Mayor Mackenzie's 'Can Do, just lets rip into it, 
Macka will get things done'  attitude has started to manifest itself with some of 
the Council staff as well. The whole Apex Park area is marked on the new LEP 
maps as Heritage Listed.  We wonder if anyone has considered that aspect?  A 
proper DA process would have established this. 
 
I will advise you on the result of our discussions next week, thank you for raising 
the issue with us. 
 

 
 
 
 


