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4.2 Submissions 
Following exhibition, the Department received a total of 41 submissions on the proposal, which included: 
• 7 from public authorities, including Port Stephens Council (Council); 
• 1 from a special interest group; and 
• 34 submissions from local community members. 
 
A copy of the submissions is provided in Appendix D. 
 
No public authority objected to the proposed modification. However, concerns were expressed with particular 
aspects of the proposed modification, and recommendations were provided to address residual impacts. The 
key areas of concern for public authorities included: 
• traffic and transport impacts, including the design and construction of the alternate access road and 

intersection (Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) and Council, who are the relevant road authorities); 
• biodiversity impacts from the proposed additional vegetation clearing (Office of Environment & 

Heritage (OEH));  
• Aboriginal cultural heritage impacts (OEH); and 
• maintenance of public access to portions of land set aside as Crown roads (CLD). 

 
HWC and the NSW Office of Water (NOW) indicated that the proposed increased extraction depth at both 
extraction sites would be acceptable, if carefully managed, and if the final landforms are restored in 
accordance with the existing conditions of approval. Following initial concerns regarding the potential for 
groundwater contamination at Lot 218 through the disturbance of potential acid sulphate soils, the 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) endorsed the proposed increase to the extraction depth at Lot 218, 
on condition that Mackas Sand undertakes a sampling program which confirms that extraction to that depth 
carries a negligible risk to groundwater contamination.  
 
The key issues raised in public submissions related to potential traffic and transport impacts and noise 
impacts, including:  
• road safety impacts, and the impact of sand trucks on the Level of Service of Nelson Bay Road and 

the Richardson Road roundabout; 
• the safety of access to properties near the proposed intersection of the alternate access road with 

Nelson Bay Road; and 
• the potential noise impacts associated with the proposed increased transportation hours. 
 

Mackas Sand provided detailed responses to the issues raised in submissions (its Response to 
Submissions, see Appendix E), which were considered in the Department’s assessment of the proposed 
modification (see Section 5 below). 
 
4.3 Community Meeting and Petition 
In February 2013, the Port Stephens community held a meeting to discuss potential impacts of the proposed 
alternate access road. Following the meeting, a community petition was circulated in the following terms: 
• The proposed access onto Nelson Bay Rd is unsafe - it is a single lane arterial road; a blind corner 

which has previously been designated a ‘black spot’; public bus stops, used by school children, are 
situated beside the proposed access.  

• It will cause the permanent destruction of significant Aboriginal sites and artefacts.  
• The combined impact of both mine sites operated by Mackas Sand (Lots 218 and 220) could result in 

up to 32 trucks entering the Salt Ash roundabout every hour, presenting an unacceptable risk - four 
roads feed into the roundabout with shops and a primary school adjacent to it; B-doubles performing a 
U-turn will use both lanes; the camber of the roundabout means there is a significant “tip risk”; an 
accident at Salt Ash roundabout means the Tilligerry and Tomaree Peninsula residents are cut off 
from emergency services.  

• The proposed operating hours of 5am to 10pm will result in unacceptable noise levels for local 
residents, reducing their quality of life.  

• The original, approved development application provides for a safe access onto Nelson Bay Rd which 
does not harm significant Aboriginal sites and does not diminish local residents’ quality of life.  

 
The petition, with over 700 signatures, was delivered to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure via the 
local Member for Port Stephens, Craig Baumann MP. The Department notes that the issues raised in the 
































