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TOMAREE RATEPAYERS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC. 
 GENERAL MEETING Monday 10th March 2014 -  7 pm –  
Crows Nest Meeting Room, Nelson Bay Bowling Club 

MINUTES 

John James announced that both the President and Vice President were away on holiday and 

he would be chairing the meeting. He thanked 20 members (as per attendance sheets) for 

attending. 

1. Apologies – Cr John Nell, Terry Wall, Dick Appleby, Colin Howard, Ray Belcher, Rosia Loria, 

Bill Stedman, Fran and Jon Digges, David and Carol Series, Rhona and David Birss, Brian 

Hough, Lily Lehn, Jean Armstrong, Pam Mumford, Ann & Cliff Howarth, Mark Penn 

2. Yacaaba Street Extension and Nelson Bay Proposals  John introduced Denise Sharp, 

President Nelson Bay Business Association (previously known as Business Chamber). Denise 

gave a very comprehensive summary of the activities of the Business Association  

 They operate with a limited budget and require regular sponsorships of events. Much of 

the work is done on a voluntary basis.  

 Regular breakfast and twilight meetings are held and the aim of the Association is to 

bring business to business.  

 Several festivals are held during the year such as the Blue Water Country Music, 

Sculpture Festival and Tastes of the Bay. This year the co-ordination of these festivals 

will be done by different event companies, the first being a Sydney company to 

organise the Blue Water Country Music Festival on the June long weekend. 

Sponsorships will be important to success. 

 Markets will be held in conjunction but will not clash with Legacy markets and nor will the 

products to be sold compete with our shops.  The aim is to add more atmosphere with 

music and activities. 

 A range of flags can now be fitted onto the poles in Apex Park and these will be 

interchangeable. 

 In conjunction with the Graffiti Action Team the Association has received a grant of 

$27,000 to install security cameras at 5 selected locations. More are needed. However 

the budget is limited. 

 The Yacaaba extension proposal will be on public exhibition from 20th March until 27 

April and this will be advertised by Council. Denise brought along the plan of the 

favoured option 5. The recommendation to have a one way street heading northerly 

direction with wide pedestrian access and shops on one side was passed at the recent 

Council meeting.  This option has the support of the Association (and of TRRA Inc.) 

Reduced speed limits to 10 kms are likely to be recommended. Improvements to 

access to parking is a likely outcome and this is being pursued. 

 $60,000 to be spent over the next 3 years has been received from Destination New 

South Wales for promotion of Tastes of the Bay and a condition is that it is spent on 

advertising outside the local area. 



P a g e  | 2 

 

 A: Po Box 290, Nelson Bay 2315   T: 4981 2881    E: secretary@trra.com.au 

 A $20,000 grant for furniture in Magnus and Stockton Streets has been received and a 

competition amongst school children to design this furniture is proposed. 

 Council will be starting works on a safer crossing at the corner of Tomaree Road and 

Stockton Street. 

Questions from the floor included the relationship between the Business Association and the 

Visitor Information Centre and the reasons for discontinuing markets in Magnus Street. In 

answer Denise advised that these are 2 different organisations, one with employees paid by 

Council and the Business Association members are volunteers. The markets were moved 

because of complaints.  

 

Further Information on Yacaaba Street extension was presented by TRRA Tourism 

Committee member Geoffrey Washington who has had a long term interest in the proposal on 

behalf of TRRA. He showed slides of the 5 different options. The one preferred by Council is 

supported by TRRA as it fits with the previous Nelson Bay Foreshore Strategy which was 

completed in 2012 and with the traffic and parking study done previously by a Traffic Engineer.  

It was emphasised that this proposal is not a bypass but rather a link between the foreshore 

and the Nelson Bay CBD, with particular emphasis on pedestrian access.  The current 

placement of the sewerage pumpout facility is also a factor in the alignment of the road where 

it joins the Victoria Parade/Teramby Road roundabout. 

 

3. Minutes of meeting held 14th October 2013 were confirmed. Moved Geoffrey Washington, 

seconded Nigel Waters. Carried. 

4. Matters arising – Refer to Item 7 

5. Treasurer’s report – Treasurer Denis reported a balance as at the end of January of $1,437. 

Moved Geoffrey Basser, seconded Murray Nicol that the report be accepted.  Carried. 

6. Correspondence In and Out  - The Secretary tabled a Register of the extensive 

correspondence in and out since the last meeting.  The Secretary spoke to some of the items 

which were not on the agenda elsewhere as follows:- 

(a) Tourism Destination Management Plan Comments – Geoffrey Washington had 

prepared a comprehensive summary of comments which is available on the TRRA website. 

He advised that the final copy of the Plan is to go to the Board next Tuesday and 

endorsement is expected. There seems to be some uncertainty between Council and 

Destination Port Stephens regarding funding. Work has started on one of the 

recommendations to improve signage for the whole of Port Stephens. 

(b) Economic Development Strategy comments  - are on the TRRA website. A glossy 

booklet has just been produced and should be available in the community. 

(c) Establishment of Birubi Point Cultural Heritage Advisory Panel – TRRA congratulated 

Council on the formation of this Panel and reminded Council of the need for improved 

access roads and the potential for an Aboriginal Heritage Centre in that vicinity. 

(d) Membership of Nelson Bay Business Association – 3 TRRA members have attended 

the Association breakfasts since TRRA joined in January this year. 

(e) Environmental Defenders Office EDO Workshop – 25.2.14  as sponsored by TRRA Inc 

was a great success with 40 participants in attendance, not only from the local area but 

from across the other side of Port Stephens. The weekly bulletins emailed by the EDO are 

comprehensive.  Details were provided in the recent update sent to all members. 
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(f) NDIS Health Panel Public Meeting– Newcastle – 11th March  Kate Washington had sent 

details of this public meeting. She was present at the meeting and was invited to give 

further details to members. Changes being made to the NDIS at the State level do not 

appear to be in the interests of existing clients. Stockton Hospital is set for closure and the 

domino effect could seeTomaree Lodge in a similar situation.  

Moved Geoffrey Basser, seconded Judy Washington that the correspondence be accepted.  

Carried.  

7. Current Issues 

(a) Planning Issues – Nigel Waters gave a brief update on the recent submissions made by 

TRRA Inc to Council 

(i) Sunrise Caravan Park – (Divers Luck) Involves 180 sites for mobile homes. 

Represents another example of by-passing zoning as this is zoned Rural. Rezoning 

process should take place first which would highlight infrastructure, supply and 

demand.  Some issues relating to drainage & traffic were also highlighted.  

Neighbours have also objected and have raised other issues such as ecological 

concerns, density of development  

(ii)The Pulse at Anna Bay – a development similar to Sega World. TRRA did not object to 

the proposal but did suggest some minor changes and also recommended that a 

bond system be introduced to protect the community from abandoned unsightly 

sites if the proposal was started and not completed.   

During discussion of this Anna Bay proposal, questions were asked about the 

development of the nearby Resort by a Chinese company. No information was 

available to TRRA on this.  

Moved Murray Nicol, seconded John James that we write a letter to Council and ask 

the current position relating to this stalled development.  Carried. 

(iii) Marina Resort – TRRA has questioned the height limit on the revised proposal for 

2 towers instead of the 3 towers proposed in 2010 

(iv) Soldiers Point Seniors 100 unit development at Soldiers Point Bowling Club 

Several issues were highlighted in the TRRA submission relating to drainage, 

allowance for garbage disposal area, and traffic volumes.  General feeling is that 

the density is too high.  

(b) Access to DA Information – Copyright – Port Stephens Council, unlike most other 

Councils, have taken the view that they cannot provide access to most documents 

associated with Development Applications out for public comment.  This is causing much 

angst when limited material is available at the Library and requests for electronic versions 

are being declined. This action seems to contradict current legislation and it is an issue 

being pursued by TRRA.  The response received by the Soldiers Point Community Group 

from the EDO clearly indicates that Council is able to release documents without breaching 

copyright. An amendment to the Environmental Planning Act does not appear to have been 

taken on board by Port Stephens Council. Contradictory comments such as “Please do not 

remove a copy from the library” when multiple copies have been supplied. 

(c) Election Funding issues and the Newcastle Herald Investigative Report  Members’ 

attention was drawn to the postings of articles on the TRRA website of the full investigative 

report done by Newcastle Herald journalists on the 2012 Port Stephens Council election. It 

highlights the main concerns TRRA has had relating to the use of groups and preferences 
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to obtain the result.  Responses from the Election Funding Authority for a full audit have 

been limited.  The Committee decided to write to the Premier and the Minister for Local 

Government requesting further action.  This suggestion was supported by members 

present.  A further suggestion was received to include the Leader of the Opposition and 

Senators as well. 

(d) Soldiers Point Marina parking proposal – In the absence of Colin Howard, Nigel advised 

that the current proposal includes parking spaces in Spencer Park as part of the required 

parking spaces for the expansion of the Marina.  A well attended public meeting had been 

organised by Soldiers Point Community Group and since then Council planning staff have 

advertised for interviews to be held with the public on 2 days. Concern had been expressed 

about the cost of this belated attempt at community consultation. Submissions extended to 

21st March and after that the decision will be up to the Joint Regional Planning Panel. 

(e) Port Stephens Drive – Anna Bay Sports Oval - Public Consultation on 25th March on 

Reclassification Some slides were shown to identify the old Anna Bay Sports Oval which 

is being advertised as Jessie Road.  Various current (Park & Ride/Bus Interchange) and 

potential future uses (Tourism Information Bay or alternate VIC) were aired at the meeting.  

Members were encouraged to attend the public hearing at 6 pm on 25th March. TRRA  

suggests that the area which abuts Nelson Bay Road be excluded from the reclassification 

proposal. 

(f) Salamander Shopping Centre – Sand Removal and Public Safety  - Members were 

notified that tenders have been called by Council for the removal of sand from this site to 

Diemars Quarry, via narrow and busy streets. A Traffic Management Plan should be 

developed and the public made aware of this. 

8. Other Issues 

(a) General Manager Selection Process – Concerns were expressed at the size and content 

of the advertisement for such an important position. 

(b) Property Services Review – This is included for the Council agenda on 11 March.  Some 

confusing figures are included in the report relating to profit made, return on investments, 

management fees to name a few.  TRRA will be seeking further information relation to this 

review. 

(c) PSC Response to Local Government Review The Secretary had included some details in 

the notice to members.  Copies of the responses are on the Council website listed under 

the meeting papers. 4 recommendations from each review were not supported by Council. 

Many recommendations will result in considerable changes to local government if adopted. 

9. General Business:  

(a) Parking at Seafood Outlets in Teramby Road – In response to a question asked, the 

general feeling was that the parking area provided is private land. 

(b) Future of Shoal Bay Resort – In response to a question, no information was 

available relating to the question of future ownership. 

(c) Future of Tomaree Lodge Should Stockton Close – Moved Geoffrey Washington, 

seconded Joy Haines that we request Kate Washington to report back on the outcome of 

the public meeting and on any action that we may be able to take to assist. Carried. 

MEETING CLOSED at 8.45 pm 

NEXT MEETING –  Monday 11 May 2014 at 7 pm 


