
Dear Mrs Wilkinson 
 
I refer to the copy of a letter from the TRRA dated 15 September 2014 and your 
subsequent emails concerning the call from the TRRA for a full  investigation into Port 
Stephens Council, which was addressed to the Minister for Local Government. 
 
Given the letter is addressed to the Minister Local Government, Council would not 
respond on behalf of the Minister.  It is not Council's practice to acknowledge/respond 
to letters where Council is cc'd into the email or copy of a hardcopy letter,  unless there 
is a statutory reason for action to be taken.  On this occasion it would be up to the 
Minister to provide the TRRA with a response. 
 
It should be noted that the General Manager has noted the letter to the Minister. 
 
I trust this clarifies why a response has not been received from Council. 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Tony Wickham 
Governance Manager/Public Officer 
 

 
Port Stephens Council 
Phone: 4980 0187     Mobile: 0408 497 649     Fax: 4983 1918 
Email: tony.wickham@portstephens.nsw.gov.au 
Web: www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au 
 
From: TRRA Secretary [mailto:secretary@trra.com.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 October 2014 10:13 AM 
Subject: Re: Request for Independent Review of Decisions at Port Stephens Council - ICAC Revelations 
 
General Manager 
We have received neither an acknowledgement nor a response to this letter of 15th September - this is 
well outside the Customer Service guidelines for responses to letters. 
  
As this is well past the time for acknowledgement, could a response please be provided urgently. 
  
Thank you 
Margaret Wilkinson 
Hon Secretary TRRA Inc 
Phone:  49812881 
----- Original Message -----  
From: TRRA Secretary  
To: council@portstephens.nsw.gov.au  
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 7:21 PM 
Subject: Fw: Request for Independent Review of Decisions at Port Stephens Council - ICAC 
Revelations 
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Could this copy of correspondence sent to the Minister for Local Government please be registered into 
the Council system and referred immediately to Mr Wayne Wallis, General Manager. 
  
Thank you 
Margaret Wilkinson 
Hon Secretary TRRA Inc 
Phone:  49812881 
----- Original Message -----  
From: TRRA Secretary  
To: Minister for Local Government  
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2014 7:19 PM 
Subject: Request for Independent Review of Decisions at Port Stephens Council - ICAC Revelations 
 
Could the attached letter be registered as a Ministerial letter, an acknowledgement sent and a response 
provided as soon as possible please. 
  
Please note that TRRA Inc is also sending a copy of this letter to Mr Wayne Wallis, General Manager of 
Port Stephens Council and to Sophie Costis, MLC, Shadow Minister for Local Government. 
  
Thank you 
Margaret Wilkinson 
Hon Secretary 
Tomaree Ratepayers and Residents Association Inc 
P O Box 290 
Nelson Bay 2315 
Phone:  49812881 
***************** Confidentiality and Disclaimer Statement ***************** 
This email and any attachments are intended for the named recipient only and 
may contain private, confidential or legally privileged information as well 
as copyright material. Port Stephens Council does not waive any client legal 
privilege attaching to this email. The information must not be copied, 
printed, distributed or adapted without Council’s consent.  If you are not 
the intended recipient you must not reproduce or distribute any part of this 
email, disclose its contents to any other party, or take any action in 
reliance on it.  If you have received this email in error, please contact the 
sender immediately and delete the message from your computer.   
 
This email does not constitute a representation by the Port Stephens Council 
unless the author is legally entitled to do so. Any email message sent or 
received by Port Stephens Council may need to be disclosed by the Council 
under the provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
(NSW). Any email message sent or received by Council may be saved in 
Council’s Electronic Document Management System. 
 
This email and any attachments have been virus scanned however Port Stephens 
Council does not represent or warrant that this communication is secure and 
free from computer viruses or other defects and will not affect your 
computer.  No liability is accepted for any loss or damage resulting from a 
computer virus, or resulting from a delay or defect in transmission of this 
email or any attached file. This notice should not be amended or deleted. 
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