2015 State Election

Timetable and the Election system
Voting, Preferences, and Counting



Election Timetable

e Thursday 12 March — Nominations close — ballot position draw
e Registration for iVote and Postal Vote opens

e 16-27 March — Pre-poll voting — only local centre at Senior Citizens
Hall, 6 Norburn Ave, Nelson Bay (or 18 William St, Raymond Terrace)
8am-6pm most days (8-8 Thursday 26/3 and 9-5 Saturday 21/3)

e 16-28 March — iVoting (if eligible)

e 25 March — Postal Vote registration closes (23/3 if for overseas)
e Saturday 28 March — Election day — 8am-6pm

e 1 April — deadline for receipt of Postal Votes



Voting/counting systems

e Optional Preferential
e Used for Legislative Assembly — lower house

e The successful candidate will be the one to first get 50% + 1 of the formal
votes cast.

e Optional Preferential Proportional
e Used for Legislative Council — upper house



Legislative Assembly (lower house)

 Must place number ‘1" against first choice
e May place other numbers ‘2’, ‘3’ etc up to no of candidates

e If you only place a ‘1’ no preferences will be allocated if your
candidate is eliminated as having the lowest number of votes in a
counting round.

* If you number more than one candidate, that will determine the flow
of your preferences if your first choice candidate is eliminated.



Legislative Council (upper house)

e Optional Preferential Proportional

e Used for Legislative Council — upper house

e Group voting squares ‘above the line’

* Must

e EITHER Place a ‘1’ in one square ‘above the line’

* OR number at least 15 candidates ‘below the line’ — in order of
preference 1 —15



Options for Legislative Council ballot

e If voting ‘above the line’ you MAY number other squares

e There are no preferences ‘registered’ by groups (parties) - Unlike in
the federal Senate election and Local Government election

* If you only vote ‘1’ above the line your preferences will ‘exhaust’ after
the candidates of that group (party)

* If you vote ‘2’ for another group, your preferences continue for all
their candidates and then exhaust

e If voting ‘below the line’ you MAY number more than 15 candidates —
’16’, 17’ etc — as many as you want and then stop.



Counting and preference distribution
Legislative Assembly

e |f 10,000 formal votes, then absolute majority is 5,001
e |f candidate gets 5,001 first pref votes or more, will be elected

 If no candidate gets 5,001 first pref votes, candidate with fewest votes is
‘excluded’

e Any of the excluded candidate’s ballot papers with a ‘2’ preference are re-
sorted to the other candidates, and count at full value

e Any of the excluded candidate’s ballot papers with no other preference are
‘exhausted’ and removed from the count

e Process continues until a candidate gets an absolute majority

e Absolute majority is re-calculated each round to exclude exhausted ballot
papers



Counting and preference distribution
Legislative Council

e Aims to ensure that proportion of seats won by a group (party) is
equal to the proportion of votes cast for that group.

* To be elected, candidates need to obtain a ‘quota’ of the total formal
votes cast

e Quota = total formal votes/one more than no of vacancies + 1

e Complex formula for re-distribution of ‘surplus’ votes (i.e. those a
candidate receives above the quota) + progressive exclusion of
candidates with fewest votes



Important Difference from other elections

 VVoters fully control their own preferences — for Legislative Assembly
ballot and both above and below the line on Legislative Council ballot

e Party ‘How to Vote’ recommendations are just that — unless you
follow their advice they have no control









