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Edited Questions for Forum 
 

(1) (Vicki Diemar) 
 

Introduction: The Yacaaba Centre has been a counselling and information 
centre specialising in Domestic Violence issues and related problems on the 
Tomaree Peninsula for more than 25 years.  Last year when we lost state 
government funding and consequently our office (previously funded by the 
FACS) with private and community support we managed to relocate to private 
premises and due to the huge community outcry and valuable assistance from 
the media we regained partial funding to the end of January 2016. The good 
news for now is that at the end of February it was announced that the funding 
had been extended until June 2017 
 
While a large amount of money has been provided for homelessness issues 
centred on Raymond Terrace the Yacaaba Centre has traditionally concentrated 
on early intervention and support for clients to prevent homelessness, more often 
than not related to domestic violence, before it arises and it is this area that 
requires funding.  
 
Question: We seek assurance from the candidates that their government will 
fully fund Yacaaba to ensure that such an essential service will remain on the 
Tomaree Peninsula into the future. 
 
 
(2) Related Question from Don McDonald: Tomaree lodge/withdrawal funding 

for Schizophrenia research 
 

 
(3) (Brian Frost, Grant Kennett and John James) 
 
Introduction:  Existing state government has commenced negotiations with 
residents to close Tomaree Lodge by 2018. This to me is a “kick in the guts” for 
current residents.  
 
Question: What is your position on the impending closure of Tomaree Lodge 
and Stockton Centre? If this goes ahead, what are your plans for this land? Do 
you support Mayor McKenzie’s plan to turn it into a tourist development with 
casino, multi storey resort and heli pad? How would you like to see the process 
be undertaken to ensure the best possible economic and environmental outcome 
is achieved for the site? 
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(4) (Brian Frost) 
 
Introduction: Port Stephens is looking like being an open pit for sand mining. 
Trucks on Nelson Bay road are looking to increase exponentially. We have the 
sand mine at Lavis lane, Macca's sand at Salt Ash, the proposed sand mine at 
Bobs Farm, the proposed sand mine at Cabbage Tree Lane. 
 
Question: What are the candidates’ views on limiting this activity and the impact 
on road users that also have to use this road? 
 
 
(5) (Brian Frost and Colin Howard)  
 
Introduction: The last Council elections were an indictment of all those involved 
in the election of the Mackenzie faction that now controls PSC. Nearly half of the 
so called candidates were a part of the MacKenzie faction The Newcastle Herald 
reported in November that Cr MacKenzie had helped fund the campaigns of 
eight?? of his political rivals at the election, five?? of whom now sit alongside him 
as councillors. 

Question: What are the candidates’ views on law reform to ensure greater 
transparency of links between candidates and a cap to be placed on campaign 
funding to ensure a level playing field. 

What is your view of the preference system which allows so-called “independent” 
candidates to band together to present their votes to another candidate like 
yourself? 

 
 
(6)  (Peter Dundas-Smith) 
Introduction: The residents of Tomaree Peninsula greatly appreciate the 
investment that previous governments have made into making Nelson Bay Road 
safer and, through its duplication, providing alternative access to and from the 
peninsula in times of crisis.  However, there remains a two kilometer section of 
the road between Marsh Road and Lemon Tree Passage Road which is two lane 
and for which there is no alternate access to and from the peninsula. 
 
Question:  Will you, if elected, actively pursue funding to upgrade this section of 
the road? 
 
 
(7) (Geoffrey Washington and John James) 
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Introduction: Major changes to the NSW planning rules were recently 
abandoned. Recently we received communications from adjoining neighbors to 
the proposed sand mine in Cabbage Tree Road Williamtown who have only just 
found out about the mine which was lodged with the State Planning and 
Environmental Department in Oct 2013, similarly the proposed sand mine at 
Bobs Farm the nearby residents only found out about this just before Christmas 
when this development was lodged 9 months earlier in March 2014. 
 
 
Question:  What should be done about the Planning Reforms proposed in 
legislation introduced by the present NSW Government in 2013?  
 
 
(8) (Geoff Washington) 
 
Question: What is your view on proposals for encouraging amalgamation of 
Local Governments in NSW? 
 
 
 
(9) (Barry Elliott) 
 
Question: Do you oppose the proposed sand mine, on the fig farm, in Bobs 
Farm and why? 
 
  
(10) (Geoffrey Warrener) 
 
Question: Are you a person of integrity and honesty?  Will you represent your 
constituents’ views even if it goes against party lines? 
 
 
(11) (Ken Shadler)  
 
Introduction: Since moving to Corlette my mobile reception has been very poor, 
having to go outside for good reception. The signal is a lot weaker than at 
Salamander. Also the internet drops out more often. I have been away a lot so I 
am not up-to-date with this issue relating to the Telstra Tower installation for 
Corlette. 
 
Question: If you are elected, tell us what you will do to lobby your Federal 
Government colleagues for a new tower to be erected in Corlette? 
 
Improve TV reception in this area? 
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(12) (David Birss) TRRA member representing Corlette Parks Reserves & 
Landcare Group and Nelson Bay West Parkcare 355c Committees of Port 
Stephens Council 
 
Introduction: 
The State government has placed emphasis on the levels of obesity in the 
population (NSW Health states ‘the Hunter is the third heaviest region in NSW 
with over 25% of adults classed as obese”) In addition it has been highlighted 
that less than 55% of adults undertake adequate physical activity (Health 
Indicators for NSW Statistical Indicators, 2012), it would seem that the need to 
encourage exercise appears to be a priority and could help control the level and 
cost of health care to all levels of government. The local Corlette/Nelson Bay 
community, together with Rotary are responding to meet this need and have 
proposed 5 exercise stations to be located adjacent existing play areas initially 
between Dutchies and along the Bartlett cycleway at Corlette. The project cannot 
proceed without State Government funding assistance. 
 
Question: 
Would you, if elected to State Parliament, actively pursue a grant of $25,000 to 
complete a project which strongly encourages the local Communities and 
Tourists to pursue a more healthy lifestyle and which will also contribute to 
tourism? 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Questions we would have asked Mr Jordan 
 
(Brian Frost) 
Question for Ken Jordan 
 
Introduction:  As reported in the local media, we are aware of issues related to 
Buildev and Darren Williams in the Hunter Region as per the transcripts of the 
ICAC hearings late last year - secret donations to Liberal slush funds, 
involvement in a campaign to discredit Jodi McKay, a failed coal terminal 
proposal which cost Newcastle hundreds of millions of $ in investment from a 
container terminal project, illegal donations to sitting state MPs, the list goes on. 
 
As reported in the Newcastle Herald, we are all aware that Ken Jordan was best 
man at Darren Williams wedding and that Cr Jordan was advised by PSC officers 
not to participate in any matters relating to Buildev proposals. 
 
Question: How can the voters of this electorate be sure that Ken Jordan will act 
in the interests of the local community and not in the interests of Buildev. What 
concrete plans will he put in place to stop undue influence by this company? 
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(Don McDonald)  
  
Question  
"Why is it that Liberal Party governments always seek to adopt policies, which 
are designed to make the rich richer and the poor poorer when the richest 20% of 
Australians now own 62% of the nations wealth while the poorest 20% now own 
only 1% of the nations wealth"?   
 
 
(Colin Howard)  
 
Questions for candidates: 

• What is your view of the preference system which allows so-called 
“independent” candidates  to band together to present their votes to 
another candidate like yourself? 

• What is your vision for the future of Port Stephens? 
• Have you accepted any donations from external parties (i.e. other than 

your own reportable party donations)? 
• Do you believe in open and transparent management at all levels of 

Government?  
 
Colin asked for his questions below to be deleted, generally covered else where 
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