
 

 

Save Nelson Bay and Port Stephens from Highrise 
Port Stephens Council has placed on exhibition two documents: 

• The draft 'Progressing the Nelson Bay Town Centre & Foreshore Strategy: A revised 

Implementation and Delivery Program 2017'; and 

• a draft policy: Exceptions to Development Standards 

Submissions are due by 4 April to: landusesubmissions@portstephens.nsw.gov.au  Comment separately or 

together but reference the relevant document(s) – they are related but separate. 

The proposals for Nelson Bay Centre & Foreshore include a doubling of the current height limit 

across the entire town centre, allowing for 10 storey buildings at a very high density. 

The ‘exceptions’ policy, which will apply across the whole of Port Stephens, effectively allows 

developers to exceed all height limits and other standards with potentially unlimited variations, and 

little justification. 

In combination these two proposals effectively ‘lift the lid’ on building heights and densities, not 

only in Nelson Bay, but everywhere in Port Stephens.  

TRRA urges residents and other interested parties to make submissions to Council by 4 April, 

objecting to the proposals which we believe would detrimentally change the character of Nelson 

Bay, and potentially other areas, for ever, destroying the Tomaree peninsula’s unique advantage of 

low rise settlements set against wooded hills. 

You should try to put your own views, but here are some key points we suggest you include: 

• There must be strict height and density controls to maintain the character of Nelson Bay. 

• Height limits must meet the Strategy objective that “It is critical that the wooded ridge and 

headlands that surround the Bay be visible and not eclipsed by buildings”. 

• Buildings of 10 storeys or more anywhere in the town are not compatible with this objective. 

A 5-7 storey maximum, as agreed in 2012, is still appropriate. 

• A finer grained approach to zoning, height and density limits to provide view corridors, with 

a stepped approach to heights will provide greater certainty and broader opportunities for 

investment. 

• Council’s ‘exceptions’ policy must send a clear message that only marginal variation to 

height and density controls will be considered, and then only in exchange for outstanding 

design excellence and strategic public benefit. 

• Parking and traffic management, and public domain improvements are the two main keys to 

revitalising the town. 

• Council must lead by investing in public infrastructure up-front, to be re-paid from 

investment contributions in due course, rather than expecting private investment first. 

• The foreshore parkland to the east of the marina buildings must be protected. 

• Council must not ignore community views on heights as it did in 2017. and must fully 

implement the revised Strategy once agreed, as it has failed to do since 2012. 

There are many good proposals in Council’s ‘delivery program’ and we encourage you to read it and 

support those you agree with – some are mentioned above. TRRA supports more than two thirds of 

the proposed actions. 

For further information or advice, contact planning@trra.com.au or see www.trra.com.au  
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